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Abstract:

The aim of the current research is to study the institution of the crown prince in the
Umayyad period between 661-750 CE, focusing on the period of the Sufyanid and
Marwanid dynasties, and examining the positions of Islamic sects regarding it. The
study follows both a descriptive-analytical approach and a historical method. The study
concluded several key findings, most notably that the system of crown prince emerged
as a hereditary system for the first time during the reign of Caliph Muawiya ibn Abi
Sufyan after significant efforts. Many historians considered it an innovation in Islamic
history. The issue of inheritance in governance became one of the most controversial
topics among scholars, with each group attempting to prove its point of view with
evidence and arguments. The system of crown prince during the Umayyad period also
yielded positive results, such as avoiding civil strife and occasionally uniting the
Muslim community. However, it also led to negative outcomes, the most significant
being the power struggles in which tribalism played a central role. The Umayyads bore
the consequences of this tribalism, as marginalized and excluded groups, such as the
extremist Shiite factions, the Khawarij, the Mawali, and the slaves, rebelled against
them. These groups had been elevated by Islam and the Rashidun Caliphs, but lost their
privileges during the Umayyad period, ultimately leading to the collapse of the
Umayyad dynasty.

Keywords: Crown Prince, Umayyad period, Sufyanid era, Marwanid era, Islamic sects.
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