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Abstract

Handcrafts are considered a cornerstone of slow fashion, contributing to
extended product lifespans through improved quality and increased emotional
attachment. This study investigates the strategies and challenges faced by
handicraft businesses within the fashion industry in Saudi Arabia, focusing on
their implementation of slow fashion practices. A qualitative case study was
conducted on 19 handicraft-based fashion brands, utilizing semi-structured
interviews and social media observations to collect data. Grounded theory
analysis, guided by the slow fashion model and the 9Ps of marketing mix model
as a framework, was employed to analyze the data. The findings revealed tow
key themes: (1) Conscious production associated with the functional element in
handicraft-based fashion brands. and (2) Ethical production associated with the
equity element in handicraft-based fashion brands. The study recommends that
handicraft brand owners must understand the interconnectedness between the
factors of slow fashion and the elements of the 9Ps of marketing mix model.
This understanding is crucial for effectively leveraging handcrafted products to
contribute to both environmental and cultural sustainability.

Keywords: Slow Fashion; Handicrafts; Fashion Brands; Marketing Mix; Local
Production
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