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Obstacles facing the furniture industry in the Arab world and
ways to overcome them so that this industry can regain its value.

The furniture industry in the Egyptian Damietta Governorate is a

model.
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Abstract

The furniture industry in the Arab world faces a myriad of challenges that hinder its
growth and competitiveness in the global market. These obstacles stem from both internal
and external factors, encompassing economic, social, and political dimensions. One of the
primary hurdles is the region's heavy dependence on imported furniture, which undermines
local production and perpetuates a cycle of economic dependency. Moreover, fluctuating oil
prices and geopolitical instability contribute to economic uncertainty, impacting consumer

purchasing power and investment in the industry.

Social factors also pose significant barriers to the development of the furniture sector in
the Arab world. Cultural preferences, lifestyle changes, and evolving consumer trends
influence demand patterns, often favouring imported or luxury furniture over locally
manufactured goods. Additionally, issues such as limited access to skilled labor, outdated
production techniques, and inadequate infrastructure further impede the industry's ability to
innovate and compete effectively on a global scale. These challenges are exacerbated by a
lack of cohesive regulatory frameworks and support mechanisms for small and medium-sized

enterprises (SMEs) in the region.

However, amidst these challenges lie opportunities for revitalizing the furniture industry
in the Arab world. Strategic interventions, such as investment in research and development,
technology adoption, and capacity building, can enhance the sector's competitiveness and
sustainability. Collaboration between government entities, private sector stakeholders, and
academic institutions is crucial in fostering an enabling environment for innovation and

entrepreneurship. Moreover, promoting local craftsmanship, heritage preservation, and
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sustainable practices can differentiate Arab-made furniture in the global marketplace, catering
to discerning consumers' preferences for authenticity and ethical production. By addressing
these obstacles and embracing a holistic approach to industry development, the Arab world
can reclaim its position as a thriving hub for furniture manufacturing and design, contributing

to economic diversification and job creation across the region.

Key words: Furniture industry - handicrafts - consumer trends - environmental problems -

infrastructure - resource scarcity - wood - industrial areas.
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