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Summary

Lebanon and Irag were among the countries that led the scene in the second wave of the Arab
Spring, witnessing unprecedented uprisings driven mainly by the youth protesting against
deteriorating social and economic conditions, political marginalization, and rampant corruption
plaguing their institutions. These protests initially transcended regional, social, and sectarian
divides, challenging the political status quo in both countries.

These revolutions showcased the significant roles of civil society organizations in organizing
people's participation in shaping their destinies, improving societal conditions, and confronting
policies that exacerbate poverty and inequality. However, these organizations in Lebanon and Iraq
failed to play a decisive and clear role in supporting democratic transition and power-sharing,
contrary to the prominent and pioneering roles that civil society organizations have historically
played worldwide in laying the foundations of democracy. Instead, these organizations were
negatively influenced by numerous issues and challenges afflicting the Lebanese and Iragi arenas,
shifting their roles into negative spheres.

The study aims to understand the factors hindering the expected role of civil society organizations
in Lebanon and Iraq in the democratic transition process, especially amidst the second wave of the
Arab Spring revolutions. It proposes two main hypotheses:

The first hypothesis suggests that while the initial phase of the revolution saw a unified national
identity among protesters, sectarian elites managed to exploit and exacerbate sectarian divisions
to maintain their grip on power, using consociational democracy to perpetuate temporary
consensus among sectarian representatives.

The second hypothesis argues that civil society organizations in both countries failed to fulfill their
potential in supporting democratic transition due to containment policies by sectarian leaders,
political parties, and religious organizations governed by sectarian authorities, turning these
organizations into tools for sectarian conflict rather than catalysts for positive change.

Keywords: Civil Society, Democratic Transition, Arab Spring
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