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Abstract

Many teachers and students complain about students’ poor linguistic level of Arabic at Bahrain
Teachers College, particularly spelling and grammatical errors. Therefore, a new course was
proposed "Basics of Arabic Reading and Writing™ for foundation students to address these
problems and reduce the complaints. To find out the effectiveness of this course for students, the
researchers decided to conduct the current study with the aim of improving the course. The
"Basics of Arabic Reading and Writing" course was offered the first time at the college in the
second semester of the academic year 2018-2019. To collect data, the researchers designed a
questionnaire consisting of six categories, including 84 items: students' opinion on the topics
offered in the course, the arrangement of the course's vocabulary according to its importance to
students, the methods of teaching, the accompanying activities, the methods of teacher
assessment for the course, and the students evaluation of the course.

The questionnaire was distributed to students. The data was collected and analyzed. The results
showed that the topics are useful and suitable for students, but difficult for them to learn; The
difficult topics are "I can parse numbers”, "The last word is adjusted according to its location of
the expression”, "I can write it down.", "I distinguish between the expression of the five names in
different places”, and "1 know how to write a story if she comes up with her name.". Students
prefer to work individually and collectively. They also prefer teachers lecturing and to work in
teams. It was observed that students like when teachers mark their assignments. It is strange that
the students prefer to evaluate themselves rather than to asking their colleagues. Based on the
findings, some recommendations were made at the end of this research.

Keywords: Foundation year, poor linguistic level of Arabic, basics of reading and writing
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